Pastor’s Corner

Create in Me a Clean Heart

It is a familiar story: we are sinners in need of God’s grace and mercy. We are God’s children, beloved
and made new. We are called to be light and salt, beacons of God’s love and servants of the cross.
If there is any purpose to Lent, it is this: to allow ourselves to come before God just as we are with the
expectation that God loves us too much to let us stay that way. The waters of baptism cleanse us and
make us new, and that is our hope and our promise that gives us the courage to look at the parts of
ourselves we would rather ignore.
There is a strange relief in admitting our sins. In a world where we are told over and over again to ‘be
more’ and ‘do more’ without ceasing, the end result is feeling that we can never be enough or do
enough to be who we should or want to be. The Gospel goes about defining our identity a different way.
The Good News of Christ says: God has made you in his image, filled with wonderful gifts and talents.
We mess up. We don’t get it sometimes. We fail. We turn the other way when we see need, and we
hurt one another. We do it again and again and again. Like Paul, we struggle: “Why is it that I do the
very things I ought not to do?” And here is the gift of Lent: we can admit defeat. We come before God
asking, as David did in Psalm 51: “Lord, Create in Me a Clean Heart and restore a right spirit within me.”
Whereas the world says “You are not enough,” God says “You are my beloved child and I love you.”
As we come to terms with our sin, we are able to see that God wants to fill us with something better.
We journey to the cross not to berate ourselves for being miserable sinners, but to let God be the one
who puts our sin to death and raise us to new life. There is freedom in asking for God’s mercy and
grace. There is renewal, hope, and promise.
As a community of faith, let us hold one another in prayer as we journey toward Easter. Let us not be
afraid of the silence but make room for it. Let us come before God admitting that there are areas of our
lives in which we have failed, there are self‐destructive behaviors that we don’t want to give up, and
there are parts of ourselves that we would rather keep hidden from God and one another.
Why? Because when we stop ignoring our sin and ask for God’s renewal and forgiveness, God acts.
Jesus took on all our sin, all our grief and embarrassment, all our pain. When we see how far short we
are from who he has created us to be, we see how far God reaches into our sin to save us. We see how
loved we are, how precious we are in God’s sight. We are made new.
This Holy Week, take a look at the offerings. Come to the services. Sign up for a half‐hour slot during
the prayer vigil we will hold on Thursday and Friday evening between 8:00pm and midnight. Join us for
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Enter into the experience of Christ’s death so that the full weight of
Christ’s love for you creates in you a clean heart, restores a right spirit within you, and reminds you once
again that nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Peace,
Pastor Kristina Jensen

