Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

68160 S. George Street, P. O. Box 688, Iron River, WI 54847
Church Office 715-372-8728
Secretary’s e-mail: oslsec@cheqnet.net
Pastor’s e-mail: osl@cheqnet.net
ironriverlutherans.org
Find us on Facebook

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
January 10, 2021

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved
over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s
movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as upon
Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to recreate the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace.

Gathering
GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.
C:
Amen.
P:

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess
that our hearts are burdened by sin— our own sins and the broken systems
that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We
distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and
fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have
done and left undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know
them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.

P:

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the
wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

C:

Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Beautiful Savior

1

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

2

Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
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3

Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.

4

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
Let us pray.
C:
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the
waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we
may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Word
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was
good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news
for us. God created and continues to create new life.
1

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light
was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 29
1
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon
the mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of
splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forevermore.
11
O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING:

Acts 19:1-7

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had
never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the
Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the Spirit.
1

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus,
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then
he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said,
“John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-11
P:
C:

The holy gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit
descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophet
Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'"4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

MESSAGE
PIANO DUET

O Come Little Children

Linda Hultman and Patty Lehman

Music 1972 Schuam Publications. Streaming License #1544279 valid: 12/28/21

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (see end of bulletin)
PEACE
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
And also with you.

Meal
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
P:
God of all goodness,
C:
receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with
arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our
saving grace. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P:
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the
comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C:
Amen.
SENDING SONG

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, Shine

Shine, Jesus, shine
Fill this land with the Father's glory
Blaze, Spirit, blaze Set our hearts on fire
Flow, river, flow Flood the nations with grace and merc
Send forth your word Lord, and let there be light.
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Lord, the light of your love is shining
In the midst of the darkness, shining
Jesus, Light of the world shine upon us
Set us free by the truth you now bring us
Shine on me, Shine on me.

refrain

As we gaze on your kingly brightness,
so our faces display your likeness,
ever changing from glory to glory,
mirrored here, may our lives tell your story
shine on me, shine on me.

refrain

Words and Music: 1987 Make Way Music, admin, Music Services in the Western Hemisphere ONE LICENSE #714526-A

DISMISSAL
P:
Go in Peace. Be the light of Christ.
C:
Thanks be to God

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world,
and all people in need. (A brief silence.)
For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim
the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us
pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them
mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer ( especially), that
God shower compassion, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their daily
work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire
us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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January ‘21
Sunday
10

Monday
11

Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

Tuesday
12
Office Closed

10:00 WELCA
1:00-2:30 Grief
Support

Wednesday
13

Thursday
14

Friday
15

Saturday
16

9:30 Bible Study

9:00 TOPS

Food Shelf

5:00 Council
Meeting

7:00 Al-Anon

17

18

Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

19
Office Closed

7:00 Al-Anon

9:00 TOPS

20
9:30 Bible Study

Pastor Carol’s Days

Sundays, Mondays, and Wednesdays
Secretary’s Hours

Mon, Wed, Thur. & Fri.
7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Next Week’s Readings: 1 Sam 3:1-20, Ps 139:1-6, 13-18, 1 Cor 6: 12-20, John 1:43-51

We will continue to stay in touch electronically by Email, Facebook and our website
(ironriverlutherans.org) We are posting worship services on YouTube and are
sending out regular mail for those who do not have electronic connections.
Let us continue to keep in touch with one another by phone, text, and emails and continue to lift in
prayer all who are being affected by this virus.

Ellen Wagner, Willard Ogren, Guyann
Lundeen,
Ray
Kangas,
Lorin
Wicklund, Rodney Lahti, Jane Jensen,
Ken & Linda Watters, Jim DeRosia, Nancy
Anderson, Gregg Levine, Darren Forsythe, Todd
VanTil, Mark Hokkanen. Remember those in nursing

homes and assisted living who cannot have family,
friends or volunteers visit them during this sad time.

Giving Envelopes- will be available for pick up
Monday, January 11th.

“Journeys With Angels” Women’s
Bible Study
Monday, January 11 at 10:00 am
Please bring your bibles, Gather
magazine, and your coffee.

Connections with Creation
The grasshoppers, the wild honeycombs, the river Jordan, and
each of us have our beginning in the tumultuous waters of
creation. The water flowing through the Jordan on the day of
the Lord’s baptism and even now is water over which the
winds of creation have swept. In the month of January wind
and water may be moving as fierce snowstorms, or they may
be calm and gentle. Either way, water is on the move beneath
us all. Aquifers carry water from sources deep in the earth to
refresh streams, rivers, and eventually the ocean. This water
cycle is as old as creation and is part of our origin story.
Though sin is also original to our experience, by the Holy
Spirit’s power the water all around us washes sin away and
anchors us in God’s story. We are fully renewed along with
the grasshoppers, honeycombs, and rivers.

Our Saviors Lutheran Church reaches out to
Honduras

We will be starting a 4-part study on Angels. Angels are
not a major focus of Scripture, yet they show up with
frequency at pivotal moments in both the Old and New
Testaments. This first session, “Looking up,” introduces
us to some initial glimpses of angels and the meaning of
various words used in the Bible to describe angels.
Please plan to join us as we begin 2021 in God’s Word.

Grief Support Group, Monday, January 11
This group will be meeting on Monday, January 11,
from 1:00-2:30 p.m. at church in the fellowship
hall. No matter what type of grief or feeling of loss
you may be experiencing, you are welcome to
come join in the conversation. We are practicing
safe distancing and mask wearing. Please share this
information with anyone you feel may be suffering
loss.

Thank you WELCA for your donation to help repair
this bridge in Honduras. Your help along with the
Mission of the Month donation has been greatly
appreciated by the villagers who need this bridge to
walk from the mountains to the city. The bridge
was damaged by the two hurricanes in November.

Are you leaving for warmer climates? Please make
sure to Evelyn know if you are heading to your winter
homes for the season. Evelyn and Pastor Carol cannot
stress enough how important it is to have your correct
contact information! Please keep us updated.

January’s Misson of the Month

Thank you!!

Iron River Ice Rink
The rink is located behind the Iron River Elemetary
where the old Ice Facility rinks were.

The boxes of cards that WELCA has
for sale has been replenished. If
you would like to stop by the
church and purchase boxes or
single cards, they are available.

