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Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable
of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of
victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

Gathering
WELCOME
A Prayer for Veteran’s Day
Eternal God, we give thanks for all those who have shown the greatest love by laying down their
lives for others. We especially thank you for those in our military throughout history who have
sacrificed their lives for their fellow citizens and for us who came after. As we remember their
service, keep us mindful of all those for whom this day is a burden, and send your spirit of
comfort to them. Be present with all the women and men who are serving in the military today.
[Though they are at war] let them live for the peace known only from you. Help us to be worthy
of their legacy, and keep us mindful of their service, that in all things we may live our lives in
praise and thanksgiving to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Adapted from “A Litany for Veterans,” The Rev. Tom Williams Whitefish Bay, Wis. Used with permission and reproducible
for one-time congregational use with proper attribution. Copyright © 2018 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, in whose image we are made, who claims us and
calls us beloved.
C:
Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

P:

C:

Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful in using your
gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not see your beautiful image
in one another. We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are welcome, in Jesus you are called to
rejoice! Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG
Blessed Assurance
1
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

ELW 638

Refrain

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

3

Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. Refrain

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

GREETING
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
Let us pray.
C:
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Word
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST READING: First Reading: Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory,
but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute
for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.
18

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? It is
darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the
house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of
the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings

and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon. 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody
of your harps. 24But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 70
1
Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me turn back because of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; let those who love your salvation
say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. You are my helper and my
deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope
that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming
of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of
command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord
forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
L: Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the 25th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all
times.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were
wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of
oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all
those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they
went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord,
open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
MESSAGE
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (see end of bulletin)

PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

Meal
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
P: God of all goodness,
C: generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your
abundant blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.
Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
P: May the God of all creation in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God
Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always.
C: Amen.
DISMISSAL
P: Beloved of God, go in peace and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

SENDING SONG

Go in Love

Choir

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the
church, the world, and all in need. (A brief silence.)
Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere and
heartfelt song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and
prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work
of landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your
creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every
land, in the hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be
present in cases where we long for both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live
and eat alone. Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place
in this world. Heal all who in mind, body or spirit are in need. We pray for those on on our prayer
lists and those we name before you now in our hearts. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired
military personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the
wounds, both physical and mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of
the frailty and shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your
kingdom. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.
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November ‘20
Sunday
8

Monday
9

Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

10:00 WELCA Bible
Study
Grief Support
1:00-2:30

Tuesday
10

Wednesday
11

Thursday
12

Friday
13

Saturday
14

Office Closed
9:00 TOPS

9:30 Bible Study

5:00 Council
meeting

7:00 Al-Anon

15

16

Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

17

10:00 WELCA Bible
Study
Grief Support
1:00-2:30

18

Office Closed
9:00 TOPS

Pastor Carol’s Days

9:30 Bible Study

Sundays, Mondays, and Wednesdays
Secretary’s Hours

Mon, Wed, Thur. & Fri.
7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

7:00 Al-Anon

Next Week’s Readings: Zeph 1:7, 12-18, Ps 90:1-12, 1 Thess 5:1-11, Matt 25:14-30

We will continue to stay in touch electronically by Email, Facebook and our website
(ironriverlutherans.org) We are posting worship services on YouTube and are
sending out regular mail for those who do not have electronic connections.
Let us continue to keep in touch with one another by phone, text, and emails and continue to lift in
prayer all who are being affected by this virus.

Ray Kangas, Dianna Teppo, Lynette
Smith, Lorin Wicklund, Rodney Lahti,
Jane Jensen, Ken & Linda Watters,
Jim DeRosia, Nancy Anderson, Gregg
Levine, Darren Forsythe, Todd VanTil, Mark
Hokkanen. Remember those in nursing homes and

assisted living who cannot have family, friends or
volunteers visit them during this sad time.

WELCA Bible Study Women’s Bible Study will be

held on Monday, November 9, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.
Grief Support Group, Monday November 9
This group will be meeting on Monday, November 9
from 1:00-2:30 p.m. at church in the fellowship hall. All
are welcome, no matter what type of grief or feeling of
loss you may be experiencing, to come join in the
conversation. We are practicing safe distancing and
mask wearing. Please share this information with anyone
you feel may be suffering loss.

Connections with Creation
A landscape that has been shaped by the flowing water of
rivers and streams is one that has been impacted by the slow,
steady energy of water to cut ravines and valleys into the
geography around it. Moving water also has the power to
transport rocks and sediment, depositing them into floodplains
and deltas. When God describes the most important kind of
worship and religious observances, God speaks about “justice
[rolling] down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream” (Amos 5:24). God’s vision for the world is
one of human communities and societies that make possible
the flourishing of every person and of the earth. This is the
long and steady work of justice-making that we are called to
do in our neighborhoods, cities, states, and nations.

Are you leaving for warmer climates? Please make
sure to Evelyn know if you are heading to your winter
homes for the season. Evelyn and Pastor Carol cannot
stress enough how important it is to have your correct
contact information! Please keep us updated.
Thank you!!

November’s Mission of the Month New Day Advocacy Center
(formally the New Day
Shelter)
WHO WE ARE-Established in January of
1983, New Day Advocacy Center is a safe haven for
victims of Domestic Abuse and Sexual Assault. We are a
non-profit organization, which provides emergency
housing and food to victims and their children. Beyond
performing crisis intervention and support services. New
Day Advocacy Center is an important grassroots effort
toward affecting the social change that is necessary to
prevent and ultimately reduce family violence and sexual
assault in the communities that we serve. We do this by
providing an enhanced service provision;
Self-Sufficiency Programming, Sexual Assault
Intervention Program, Children's Programming,
community education, training to professionals, and
presentations to age specific (K-12) non-violence
curriculum to classrooms in the area schools.
New Day Advocacy Center is our Mission of the Month.
New Day is a place that offers shelter and assistance to
those in dire need suffering from domestic abuse. New
Day is located in Ashland. To check out more
information please got to their website ndshelter.org.
I want to encourage you to help with this support by
adding a contribution to Our Savior's Mission of the
Month. This has been harder to do when we are not
together and passing around the Noisy Offering
buckets. I hope you will keep this month's mission and
all of our monthly mission projects going strong with
thoughtful donations. This keeps us connected to
issues both locally and in the greater church,
Northwest Synod of WI and the ELCA.
Thank you for your support as we keep this part of our
Ministry of Our Savior's active and strong!
Pastor Carol

