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October 25, 2020
Welcome to worship at Our Savior's Lutheran!
We are blessed to have you join us. If you do not have a church home, we invite you to become
a part of the Our Savior's community.

TODAY’S FOCUS
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to
live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace,
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom
given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and
mission.
GATHERING
WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C:
Amen.
P:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
C:

Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own
needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again
to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P:

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do
God’s work in the world.
Amen.

C:

Gathering Song
1

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

A mighty fortress is our God,
a sword and shield victorious;
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
has sworn to work us woe!
With craft and dreadful might
he arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
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2

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is he!
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God's only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

3

Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage;
in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4

God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.
The kingdom's ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
Let us pray.
C:
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in
anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in
need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN’S TIME
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to
live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and
not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.
31

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write
it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they
teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their
sin no more.
L: Word of God, word of Life

C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 46
1
God is our refuge and strength,a very present help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3
though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
11
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 8th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the
truth that sets people free from sin.
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by
saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”
31

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ

Thy Word

W & P #144

refrain

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.
1. When I feel afraid think I've lost my way,
Still you're there right beside me.
Nothing will I fear as long as you are near,
Please be near me to the end. Refrain
Text: Psalm 119:105 refrain Michael W. Smith, stanzas. Music: Amy Grant Text and music 1984 Meadowgreen Music, admin. EMI Christian
Music Publishing and Bug and Bear Music, admin. Word Music, Inc.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders.
No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into
a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a
gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no
human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith
in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself
is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes of

boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith.
hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
L: Word of God, word of Life
MESSAGE

28

For we

C: Thanks be to God.

Pastor Tom Wagner

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

(See end of bulletin)

PEACE
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL

OFFERING

Thank You for your continued support!

OFFERTORY SONG

We Give Thee but Thine Own

1
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We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion
P:
We give you thanks, gracious God,
C:
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the body and
blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your
beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided
by the example of the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING
TIME OF SHARING
BLESSING
P:
Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of
truth and life.
C:
Amen.
SENDING SONG
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2
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With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. Duplication in any form
prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL:

P: Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C: Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in
need. (A brief silence.)
Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error,
reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify
it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a
holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural
disasters of any kind (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free all
from slavery and human trafficking, and protect all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to those
who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained firm in their
commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the
hope of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors
who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who work for the
renewal of the church. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sunday
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25

26

Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

Tuesday
27

Newsletter
Deadline

Wednesday
28

Thursday
29

Friday
30

Saturday
31

Office Closed
9:00 TOPS

9:30 Bible Study

7:00 Al-Anon

1

2
Worship Services
available via
YouTube
Check your email
for a link to our
YouTube service.

3

4
Office Closed
9:00 TOPS

7:00 Al-Anon

Pastor Carol’s Days

9:30 Bible Study

Sundays, Mondays, and Wednesdays
Secretary’s Hours

Mon, Wed, Thur. & Fri.
7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Next Week’s Readings: Rev 7:9-17, Ps 34:10, 22, 1 John 3:1-3, Matt 5:1-12

We will continue to stay in touch electronically by Email, Facebook and our website
(ironriverlutherans.org) We are posting worship services on YouTube and are
sending out regular mail for those who do not have electronic connections.
Let us continue to keep in touch with one another by phone, text, and emails and continue to lift in
prayer all who are being affected by this virus.
Are you leaving for warmer climates? Please make
sure to Evelyn know if you are heading to your winter
homes for the season. Evelyn and Pastor Carol cannot
stress enough how important it is to have your correct
contact information! Please keep us updated.
Thank you!!

Ray Kangas, Dianna Teppo, Lynette
Smith, Lorin Wicklund, Rodney Lahti,
Jane Jensen, Ken & Linda Watters,
Jim DeRosia, Nancy Anderson, Gregg
Levine, Darren Forsythe, Todd VanTil, Mark
Hokkanen. Remember those in nursing homes and

assisted living who cannot have family, friends or
volunteers visit them during this sad time.
This year for All Saints Day we are asking for you
to drop off a framed photo of your loved ones
who you are remembering. We will
display them during the recording of
the All Saints Sunday.
**Please place your photo in the
Sanctuary
before
11:00
a.m.
Wednesday, October 28th to be part
of the recorded worship.
Please keep Carla and Todd Joseph in your prayers for
healing for Carla's father Cliff Abbate, who had some
stints put in his heart and she would like to have prayers
for his recovery.
Carla and Todd also are without a vehicle as Todd hit a
deer on his way to work in Ashland on Thursday, Todd is
fine the car is not. Prayers will be appreciated for all of
this to work out in the next few days.

Thank you to several ladies from our church who so
generously made food for my sister while I was
quarantined. It was truly a blessing and greatly
appreciated by myself and my sister. Sincerely,
Rozie Maki.

Connections with Creation
Microbiology and ecology are teaching us the extent to which
we are interdependent earth creatures. We are not merely
individual humans; our bodies are communities made up of
billions of tiny living organisms. Because we need food,
water, and air to sustain our lives, we are dependent on the
intricate and complex communities of microbes, plants, and
animals that live with us on this planet. Therefore, we must
see that Jesus’ call for us to love our neighbors as ourselves is
not merely a call to love our human neighbors. It is an ethical
imperative that we also love our non-human neighbors who
share Earth’s ecosystems with us. The trees, bees, and bacteria
are also our neighbors. In order to love these fellow earth
neighbors, we might do well to give thanks for scientists, who
help us appreciate the diversity of life in the natural world and
who are learning to more fully identify and describe the
connections, communication, and symbiotic relationships that
foster life—including our own—on Earth.

Iron River Elementary Students
Are Asking For Your Help For
Their Shoe Fundraiser. They are
collecting GENTLY WORN, NEW and
USED SHOES of any size and kind.
They get .40¢ a pound. Drop boxes
are in the school lobby and Our
Savior’s Lutheran.

Reminder: Please remember to
mail in or drop off your 2021
Pledge cards so the Finance
Committee can work on the
2021 budget. Thank you so
much for your continued
support.

